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Re-issued 2011 It is a daunting task to thank one's friends with so fallible a thing as a book; it can never do them sufficient justice. What feeble justice this book renders is largely due to the interventions of my readers, Thomas H o w e , Charles Stinger, Marcia Hall, Paul Barolsky, and Sheryl Reiss. I owe them my thanks for their infinite patience, bibliographical acuity, and sheer good faith; insofar as a mass of recalcitrant material has been licked into shape like Horace's bear cub, it is their doing. The infelicities and errors that remain, as they know better than anyone, are all my own. I also owe a special debt to the American Academy in R o m e for a fellowship in 1981-2 and for unstinting support before and since. The staffs of the Handschriftenabteilung of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, M unich; the Manuscript R o o m of the British Library in London; the Bodleian Library in Oxford; the Biblioteca Hertziana, Biblioteca Casanatense, Biblioteca Lancisiana, Biblioteca Angelica, and Archivio di Stato in R o m e ; the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale in Florence; the Biblioteca C omunale in Volterra; the Newberry Library in Chicago; and the Houghton Library at Harvard University have shown every courtesy always, making the Republic of Letters a palpably real country the world over. The Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, its former prefect, Father Leonard Boyle, and its staff made the work recorded here possible, and I cannot thank them enough for that.
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During research for the book, I have also had the benefit of fellowships (not to mention outstanding support, logistical and spiritual) from the Villa I Tatti 
